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the Turks are more friendly to the Latins than are their
own co-religionists the Greeks.1 He finds Constantinople
a mere shadow of past glory, a derelict city in a land com-
pletely overpowered by the Turks. The Emperor, he
says, has to pay an annual tribute of 10,000 ducats to
the Sultan to save his tottering stronghold of Constan-
tinople from final collapse, and he must return any
Christian slaves who escape to that city to their Turkish
masters,2 On the other hand, he records the Emperor's
heroic statement that he would rather die in the defence
of Constantinople than surrender his heritage.3
La Broquiere left Byzantium  on  23  January4   1433
together with Benedetto Folco da Froli for the Sultan's
court at Adrianople.    In his progress through the country
and during his sojourn at the Turkish European capital,
he was able to observe and put on record much valuable
information regarding the state and power of the Ottomans.
Besides giving us an intimate portrait of Murad's person 5
and some interesting details about his administration, he
estimates the Sultan's revenues at two and a half million
ducats and his armed power at 120,000 strong.6    Before
leaving Adrianople on 12 March, La Broquiere saw, much
to his sorrow, a group of Christian slaves brought in chains
for sale.7    After this he wandered in Macedonia, Bulgaria,
Serbia, Albania and Bosnia, visiting many important towns
including Sofia and Belgrade, and making inquiries as to
the condition of the Christian inhabitants in the Balkan
countries which had succumbed to the Turk.8
1 ib., 149.    'Car autant que j'ai hante" lesditz Grecz et que m'a peu
touchier et que j'ai eu affaire entre feuk, j'ai plus trouve d'amide" aux Turcz et
m'y fieroye plus que auxditz Grecz.   Car, comme il m'a peu sambler, ilz ne
aiment point les Crestiens ob^yssans k l'6glise de Romme.'
2 ib., 164-5.    'L'Empereur de Constantinoble est en grande subjection
du Grant Turc, car il me fut diet qu'il luy paye tous les ans Xm ducatz de
tribut seulement pour le corps de la ville. . . .   Et, se d'aventure, aucun
esclave crestien eschappoit de la maison des Turcz et s'en venoit a Constan-
tinoble, il fauldroit que 1'Empereur ou ses gens le rendissent au Turc.'
Mb., 151.                      *ib., 167.                      Mb., 181-2.
6ib., 182.
7 ib., 199.   c Je ve*ys mener des Crestiens enchainez vendre, et demandoient
1'aumosne avant la ville, qui est grant piti6 a ve'oir les maux qu'ilz portent.'
8 ib., 199-216.